
Battersea Residents' News
Clapham Junctlon Proposals

Conseruative Parliamentary Spokesman, Jane Ellison says

BRITAIN'S BUSIEST STATION DESERVES BETTER
With the most trains and more passengers passing
through than Kings Cross, Euston and Paddington,
Clapham lunction is indisputably one of Britain's most
important stations. It is also one of those in most dire
need.nf mpjor imprnvpmpff

In considering the current planning application I have
asked myself two key questions: firstly, will the chang-
es to the station result in a substantially better experi-
ence for all of us who use it and, secondly, if this was
the'once in a generation'chance to make improve-
ments, is this plan for the station ambitious enough? I
believe the answer to both these questions is I{O,

Yet another busy morning at Clapham Junction
Given the record levels of public debt we now bear as
a country there is a third key question. If further improvements to the station can only come at a price (which
seems to be Network Rail's position - see overleaf) is the price for these changes one wo*h paying?

I believe the answer, in the case of this application is, again, NO. I hope the current proposals are rejected
by Councillors but there will undoubtedly be others. With the interest generated by these proposals we should
now start a local discussion about the future of our station.

Boring but necessary; Briefing on the
role and responsibilities of the Council
and your local Cquncillors on planning

Local councillors are aMays
interested to hear your views
about all planning applications -
big and small. Many people have
already been in touih with them

about the major proposals for the area around Clapham
lunction station. This application was submitted by
Delancy (the developers) and once the application was
received the Council had no choice but to consider the
application and follow proper legal procedures.

Council members are also required to follow proper pro-
cedures. A councillor who is a member of the Planning
Committee has to be careful not to "pre-determine" the
decision by declaring whether he/she is in favour of
the application or opposed to it prior to considering the
papers put before the committee before coming to a
decision. As the decision of the Planning Committee
about a major scheme may come to a Council meeting
other councillors also need to be careful what they say.

They are required to study the case both for and
against an application together with the Borough
Planner's report. Failure to do so can be challenged in
courts through the Judicial Review procedure.

Another potential probldfr- is that an applidaht'may
appeal to the Government's Planning Inspectorate and
one of the matters they will consider is whether due
process has been followed. If there is evidence that a
councillor involved in the decision had made up his/
her mind before properly considering the application
this could undermine the Council's case for refusing
the application and involve not just legal costs but the
decision itself being ovefturned.

However this does not stop councillors asking ques-
tions, requesting'information about issues that resi-
dents have raised with them or forwarding on the local
concerns. That is why local councillors are seeking
residents'views and comments on these proposals so
that the Council's Planning Department is well aware
of the local opinion.
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WHAT DO NETWORK RAIL HAVE TO SAY?
In November 2008 Jane Ellison wrcte to Network Rail asking them to clarify their stance
on the current proposals and to comment on their future plans for Clapham Junction. She
put to them many of the questions that are being asked locally including'can we have
the station improvements without the tower blocks?'and'what public funds arc
allocated to Clapham Junction', This is the unedited response from Network Rail's
spokesman.
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Your local Conservative Councillors
Shaftesbury llllard:

Cllr James Cousins - jcousins@wandsworth.gov.uk
Cllr Paul Ellis - pellis@wandsworth.gov.uk
Cllr Guy Senior - gsenior@wandsworth.gov.uk
Northcote Ward:
Cllr Philip Beddows - pbeddows@wandsworth.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Dawson - pdawson@wandsworth.gov. uk
Cllr Martin Johnson - maftinjohnson@wandsworth.gov.uk


